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Synopsis

Book Four in the Magic Kingdom of Landover series Everything should have been quiet and
pleasant for Ben Holiday, former Chicago lawyer become sovereign of the Magic Kingdom of
Landover. But it wasn’t. Horris Kew, conjurer, confidence-man, and trickster, had returned to
Landover from Ben’s own world. Alas, Horris had not returned of his own volition - he had been sent
by the Gorse, a sorcerer of great evil, whom Horris had unwittingly freed from the magic Tangle
Box, where it had long ago been imprisoned by the fairy folk. Now it had returned to enslave those
who had once dared to condemn it. But first, it would rid Landover of all who could stand in its way .
. . Soon Ben found himself imprisoned within the gloom of the Tangle Box, lost in the mists and its
labyrinthine ways. The only one who could free Ben from the tangle box was the lady Willow. But

she had disappeared, gone from Landover on a mysterious mission of her own. . .
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Customer Reviews

As the fourth book in the "Landover" series, Terry Brooks’s somewhat comedic-fantasy series
(especially when compared to the serious "Shannara" saga), "The Tangle Box" continues Ben
Holiday’s adventures as king of a fairytale kingdom that he purchased in a shopping catalogue.
Having successfully ruled Landover for several years, Ben is delighted when his sylph-wife Willow
informs him that she is expecting their first child. However, the celebration is short-lived when the
charlatan Horris Kew returns from exile in Ben’s world to the Landover, with a new plan to cause

havoc.Having accidentally released a creature known as Gorse from a magical box, Kew becomes



the unwitting pawn in its plan to seize control of Landover. Having lured the three most powerful
individuals in the kingdom - King Holiday, the dragon Strabo and the witch Nightshade - Kew traps
them within the confines of the Tangle Box in order for the Gorse to proceed with plans of
domination without interference.From this basic scenario Brooks creates three major storylines; one
good, one mediocre and one just plain bad. The best plot is concerned with the situation that Ben,
Strabo and Nightshade (who is Brooks’s best Landover character) find themselves in when they
awaken in the Tangle Box, unaware of their surroundings and stripped of their memories, magic and
identities. Calling themselves the Knight, the Lady and the Gargoyle, the three companions
(completely unaware that they are adversaries in real life) traverse the mysterious terrain of the
Tangle Box searching for answers to their existence. Brooks plays a great psychological game
between the three of them and surprising things happen that change their complicated relationships
forever, especially in the case of Nightshade and Ben.
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